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1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 July 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-4 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Inoue et al. (US 5729280). 

Claims 1 and 11, Inoue discloses a method/system for providing multimedia 
presentations on demand in a near on demand environment (Col. 2, lines 33-38), 
comprising: 

a) providing beginning segments for pre-recording by subscribers where 
each beginning segment corresponds to ones of a plurality of multimedia 
presentations, each beginning segment having a duration al last as long as a 
predetermined time interval (Col. 8, lines 35-Col. 9, lines 30); and, 

b) transmitting each one of said plurality of multimedia presentations 
concurrently on a plurality of channels with identical presentations transmitted on 
a different channel of said plurality of channels, and with a start time of each 
transmission having a periodic interval not exceeding said predetermined time 
interval (Col. 5, lines 53-58; Col. 6, lines 4-10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/055,758 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

Claims 2 and 12, Inoue further discloses the step of providing said 
subscribers with a menu of said plurality of multimedia presentations (Col. 10, 
lines 39-Col.11, lines 10)., 

Claims 3 and 13, Inoue further discloses comprising responding to a 
subscriber request for performance of a selected one of said plurality of 
multimedia presentations by providing said subscriber an authorization to 
commence playback of one of said beginning segments corresponding to said 
selected one of said plurality of multimedia presentations (Col. 8, lines 63-Col. 9, 
lines 10). 

Claims 4 and 14, Inoue further discloses wherein said authorization 
comprises at least one of an authorization to commence recording said selected 
one of said plurality of multimedia presentations for which broadcast has already 
begun, and to commence playback of said corresponding one of said beginning 
segments (Col. 9, lines 10-30). 

Claim 9 , Inoue further discloses recording each said beginning segment 
provided to said subscriber automatically, responsive to said subscriber's initial 
activation of a multimedia system (Col. 6, lines 14-36). 

Claim 10, Inoue further discloses periodically replacing ones of said 
beginning segments with new beginning segments corresponding further 
multimedia presentations (see Fig. 2A, for example segment a1-b1 of channel 1 
is replaced with segment a8-b8; Col.5, lines 62-Col. 6, lines 10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 5-8 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Inoue et al. (US 5729280) in view of Yoshizawa et al. (US 6002694). 

Claims 5 and 15, Inoue does not clearly disclose wherein said 

authorization comprises a descrambling code key for descrambling said selected 

one of said plurality of multimedia presentations and said corresponding one of 

said beginning segments. 

Yoshizawa discloses the use of a descrambling code key for descrambling 

the requested scrambling media (Col. 8, lines 41-63). Therefore, it would have 

been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 

to modify Inoue with the teaching of Yoshizawa for providing an interactive, 

chargeable billing system while preventing infringement of copyright of video 

content, as suggested by Yoshizawa (Col. 3, lines 25-30; Col. 4, lines 15-21). 

Claims 6 and 16, Yoshizawa further discloses wherein said authorization 
comprises an access code for accessing a channel over which said selected one 
of said plurality of multimedia presentations is transmitted (Col. 8, lines 41-63). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to modify Inoue with the teaching of Yoshizawa for 
providing an interactive, chargeable billing system while preventing infringement 
of copyright of video content, as suggested by Yoshizawa (Col. 3, lines 25-30; 
Col. 4, lines 15-21). 

Claims 7 and 17, Yoshizawa further discloses preventing playback of said 
recording of said selected one of the plurality of multimedia presentations upon 
completion of said presentation (upon completion reads on "end" of viewing/re- 
viewing within a specific time; outside of the specific time, the viewer is not able 
to view of re-view unless the viewer pay for the request; Col. 5, lines 46-53); 
Yoshizawa discloses the use of a descrambling code key for descrambling the 
requested scrambling media (Col. 8, lines 41-63). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Inoue with the teaching of Yoshizawa for providing an interactive, 
chargeable billing system while preventing infringement of copyright of video 
content, as suggested by Yoshizawa (Col. 3, lines 25-30; Col. 4, lines 15-21). 

Claims 8 and 18, Yoshizawa further discloses generating a billing code 
responsive to said subscriber request for said selected one of plurality of 
multimedia presentations (Col. 9, lines 38-55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Inoue with the teaching of Yoshizawa for providing an interactive, 
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chargeable billing system while preventing infringement of copyright of video 
content, as suggested by Yoshizawa (Col. 3, lines 25-30; Col. 4, lines 15-21). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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